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INTRODUCTION.

B )

Alike in interest and in extent, the ‘Atharva is the least im-
portant of the four Vedas. It bas none of the halo of that
remote antiquity which recommends the Rig Veda to the
earnest attention of the scholar, the historian, and the philo-
sopher ; and its subjects are of a character which carnot but
place it in subordination to the other works of the class to
which it belongs. The Rig deals in matters which are original,
and stamped with the seal of the most primitive simplicity ; the
Atharva follows it almost as an expounder. In extent, the
Saiihités of the Rig, the Yajush, and the Sima are considerably
more elaborate, comprising, according to the Vdyw Puréna,
8,600, 12,000, and 8,014 verses respectively ; wherens tha! of the
latter has only 5910 verses.* The Choramavjiha givesa
greater number of rich4s (10,000) to the first ; while the MSS.
available make the last even smaller.

Again, the former have more than one Bréhmana, -some of
considerable size, each, while the latter has an only Brima-
na, and that of a limited extent. The number of Sikhés,
Charanas and Pariishtas of the last are, likewise, limited, and
of the few which are extant the authenticity is extremely -
doubtful, - ‘

Even the claim of the Atharva to be reckoaed an integral

pert of the Hindu scriptures ‘has been questioned, and more
than one medieval Indian writer has thought its necessary to
discuss the subject at some length. The adverse opinion is

# Apud Wilson's Vishnu Purina p. 280. I have not been able
to verify this in my MS. of the Viyu.
. . B . N



2 _ INTRODUOTION.

. tainly, though not exclusively, founded on the repeated men-
tion of the Vedas in ancient Sanskrit literature under the
namb of Trayi-vidyd or “the threefold knowledge,” or simply
ham' “the three,” (iti vedds strayas trays. Amarakosha.)
including the Rig, the Séma, and the Yajush, but. omitting the
Atharva. This, argue the impugners, is as plain an acknow- -
Tedgement as could be; of the non-existence of the Atharva
at an early period, and of its want of authority as a Veda ; and,
in support of this opinion, quote, among others, two passages
from the Shadvifisa Brihmana of the Séma Veda, (1 p. v. kh,)
in which it is said that “ Préj4pati created the (the first) three
Vedas,*”” and that “ he produced the Rig Veda from the earth,
the Yajur Veda from space, and the S4ma Veda from the hea-
ven,” (Lit. from this),} and also a sloka from Manu, which says,
“ Prajépati milked from the three gods Agni, Véyu, and Ravi,
the three Vedas, Rig, Yajush, and Séma for the accomplish-
ment of sacrifices.”

'The defendants admit the premisg, but deny the conclusion.
They assert that the term Trayi’-vidyd, is a common name for
those parts of the Vedic literature which refer only to
sacrifices, and as the hymns of the Atharva are not used in su-
ch sacrifiges, they are very properly excluded, without inany
way impugning their authenticity or authority as seriptures,
There was, they add, only one Veda at first, and when the
hymns comprised in it were classified, those which did not
rofer to sacrifices were put together, and these constitute-a se-
‘perate class. Thus, “the Veda,” says Madhustidena Sarasvats,
*is divided into Rich, Yajush and S{ma for the purpose of
carrying out the sacrifice under its three different forms. -
The: d\mes of the Hotri priests are performed with the Rig- °

* Aoy O W S
fmqmwmmn
" 1 ufrmedioee wd agrmnt | A8 exfead s |



INTRODUCTION, , ' a_‘f

veda, those of the Adhvarru priests with the Yajur-veda, q;o., e
of the Udgitri priests with the Séma-veda. The duties of
the Bréhman and the sacrificer are contained in all the thres,
The Atharva Veda; on the contrary, is totally different. It
is not used- for the sacrifice, but only teaches how to appease,
to bless, to curse” &¢.* This &' gument may, at first sight, appesr
more ing{ nious than convincing,; but, notwithstanding the
broad and’ remarkable facts that the Hindus themselves have’
reised doubts regarding the authenticity of the Atharva,
and that it did not contribute to those cercinonies and sa-
ctifices which constitute the essence of Vedic Hinduism,
the circumstances of its embracing a great number of hymns
which occur likewise in the Rik Saiihitd, and of its being
frequently named in the Brahmanas of the other Vedas, leave -
litile room for doubt that it was compiled, or put together,
at about the same age when the other collections were com-
pleted. It is of course of a comparatively later date- than
the Rig Sasmhité, for it includesa portion of tha. Veds, and
its position ie doubless lower ;+ but that it belongs to the same
age which resulted in the compilation of the Yajush and the
Séma, is what will scarcely be questioned. Dr. Max Muller,
after a careful consideration of the whole question has come
to this conclusion. He says, “Trayi vidys” the threefd:
knowledge, is constantly used in the Brdhmanas with refer-
ance to their sacred literature. This however, proves by no
means that at the time when the Bréhmanas were composed:
the songs of the Atharvifgirasa did not yet exist. Itomly
shows ;that origivally they formed po part of the sacred

& Apud Max Muller's Anomt. Sauskrit Luterature 445..

- 4™ ta proper position, with reference to tbeotherVedu,’mPro-
foasor Max Muller,  is ‘well marked in s passage ofthe‘l'dﬂnfn'
A'rangyaka (V, 113) where the Yajush.is' palled thehesd; the Rich the

. right side, the Siman the-other -side, th“m(ﬂwﬂmhd),&bc )

. witak breath, sud the . Atharvéigiras’ the tail” - Ancisnt, Ssnkrit
Litersture, 447.
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literature of the Bréhmaras, In some of the Brahmanas, the
 Arthatvéfigiras' ‘are mentioned. The passage translated be-
fore shows that at the time when the S'atapatha Bréhmana -
was composed the songs of the Atharvéfigiras’ were not only
knownj but had been collected, and had accually obtained the
_ title of Veda. Their original title was the Atharvéfigiras’ or
the Brigv4fgiras, or the Atharvans; and these very titles show
. that songs which could be quoted in such a2 manner must
have been of ancient date, and must have had a long life in the
oral' tradition of India.”*
+ According to Purénic account the name of the Atharva Veda
. is due to a mythological personage, Atharvan, the eldest son
of Brahm4, to whom, it is alleged, it was first imparted. From
Atharvan it decended through a succession of pupils to Afigiras,
from whose name the Veda is called A’figirasa, or Athar-
véhigirasa. It is, likewise sometimes, called Bhérgvéf-
girasa, and Brahma Veda. The last name is accounted for
on the assumption that it belongs to the Brahmé, or the
chief priest, in the same way as the other three belong to the
Hot4, the Adhvaryu, and the Udgdté. Inasmuch, however, as
it contains nothing which a Brahmé4 can make use of at a
sacrifice, the ascription is probably due to a desire to raise
the Veda to a rank which it did not originally possess. The
Gopatha Brghmana recognises ‘all these several names, but
the details it gives (as quoted below) are totally different from
those of the Purdnas. ’
.. Allegorically the Atharva is represented as a lean, black-
man, sharp and irascible,” amorous and fond of little things,
possessing power to assume any shape it likes. It is describ-
ed to belong to the family or clan (gotra) of Vaiténa, and to
"have . India_for-its special divinity, and the anustubh for its
; peculiar metre, Its-upaveda or subsidiary branch is said. to
" Bo the: sgienec of -warfare; s'astravidyd:

* Kucient Sanskrit Literature, 446,
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After’its classification and arrangement by Vyésa, according
to the Vishnu Purdia, “the illustrious Muni Sumantu
taught this Veda to his pupil Kabandha, who made it twofold,
and communicated the two portions to Devaderia and to
Pathya. The disciples of Devadersa were Maudgs, Brahma-
bali, §aulkdyani, and Pippaldda. Pathya had three pupils,
Jéjali, Kumud4di, and Saunaka ; and by all these were seper-
ate branches instituted. Saunaka, having divided his Safihit4
into two, gave onc to Babhru, and the other to Saindha-
véyana; and from them sprang two schools, the Saindhavas
and Munjakefas.. The principal subjects of difference in the
Saiihit4s of the Atharva-Veda are the five kalpas or cere-
monials: the Nakshatra Kalpa, or rules for worshiping the
planets; the Vaitdna Kalpa, rules for oblations, according to
the Vedas generally; the Safihitd Kalpa, orrules for sacri-
fices, according to different schools; the A'figirasa Kalpa, in-
cantations and prayers for the destruction of fces and the
like; and the S4nti Kalpa, or prayers for averting evii.”*

The account given in the Bhdgavata Puréna is similar to
the above, but not without some peculiarities ‘of its own,
Accordicg to it, Vydsa, after classifying the four Vedas, taught
the Atharvan to Sumantu, “Sumantu, the learned in the Athar-
van, imparted his Safihitd to his pupil (whose name according’
to the'commentator Sridhara §vimi was Kabandha), He (Ka-
bandha) divided it in to two parts, and expounded them- to
Pathyaand Vedadaria. Saulkdyani, Brahmavani, Modosha, and
Pippaldyani were the pupils of Vedadaréa (who learnt it from
him). Now, Brghmay, bear of the pupils of Pathya. They were
Kumuda, Sunaka, and Jijali, the knowers of the Atharva. The
pupils of Vabhru were Afigiras (Sunaka) and Saindhavdyana,
who learnt two Satihitds, (from their tutor). S4varna and others
(pupils of Saindhavdyana) followed. The Nakshatra Kalpa,
the S4nti Kalpa, Kasyaps, A'figirasa &o, (other parts of the

*» Wilsons Vishnu Purdna, p. 285.
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Vedas, (whose teacher’s name says the commentator,” are not
given). These are the teachers of the Atbarvana."®
-+ The Charamavyiha, which is believed by some to be a older
#nd more reliable authority, does not, however, support these
subdivisions. According to it, there were, originally, only nine
different recensions of the bymns of the Atharvans. But
neither the sikhés of the Véyu, nor those of the Charanavytha,
 with one exception, are now available, @nﬂ even of the nine
schools of the latter the names are in many cases doubtful.
According to Dr. Max Muller's eonjectural emendations, the
pames’ are: 1. Paippalddas, 2. Saunakas, 3. Dfmodas, 4. Tot-
téyanas, 5. JaySlas, 6. Bréhmapaldsas, 7. Kaunakhins, 8. De-
vadarsanins, 9. Chérenavidyas.
These, however, are not all borne out by the six MSS.
which T have consulted. They give—

: ]
M8, with me. MS. with a | No. 1477 | Nobl‘:82 No. 1479 | No. 1479

pundit. Sanskrit Text. Do. com-
College. Do. ment.

1 Pippolds. (Sfeittes.  |Pippalds. |Pippalds. (Pippalas. |Paippalis.
2'Datds. Damodas. [Déntds. Déntés. Damodas. |Déntas.
3 fr&dﬂpl- Snatas. Pradantas. |Pradantds. ITtotas. Pradantds.

&8, .
4 Taitd. Autds. Autas. Taitas. Kunattas. Aru‘iﬁ&
5 Brahma- |Brahmapa- |Brahmapa- [Brehmad- {Brahmadi- {Brahmadés.
dépales. | las. ‘lasds. pasa. 888.
6 Jabslds. |Jdyalas. J4bal is, Autés. J&.g&lﬁs. Résas.
7 Saunaki. (Sakunakhi.. [Seunskds, {Ssunskds, [Seunskas. Sawmaki.
8 Devadarsi.Devadarsi. |Devadarsis. 'Vedarsi. Devedarsi. (Vedadarsi.
9 Chérana- |Charanavi- |Charanavi- {Charanavi- haranavi- [Cheranavi-
' vidyds. | dyas. dyib. dyas. l dyés. dyis.
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Professor Max Muller puts all the names in the plural; but in
my manuscripta some of the names are in the singular, and the
Commentator- observes. that where the names are in the plural,
there manv original teachers are implied; where they are in
the singular only one original teacher is understood : yulra
vahuvachanam tatra vahavah: yatraiks vachanam so eka
evs. Looking to these discrepancies, it may be fairly concluded
that the names had become already obsolete when the Charana-
vyfiba was complied.

The exception abovealluded to;refers to the text which is now
current under the name of the Atharva Veda Safihit4, of which
an excellent edition has been published by Professor Roth and
Whitney. To which of the nine recensions it belongs I know
not. Some pandits take it to be the text of the Saunakes, but
on no reliable authority that I am aware of. It comprises twen-
ty chapters (Kéndas) of which the last two are said to be sup-
plementary. The following is Professor Whitney’s summary of
its nature and contents: “ The Atharva is, like the R'k,a histor-
ical and not a liturgical collection. Its first eighteen books, of
which alone it was originally composed, are arranged upon
‘a like system throughout, the length of the hymns, and not
either their subject or their alleged authorship, being the
guiding principle ; those of about the same number of verses
are combined together into books, and the books made up of
the shorter hymns, stand first in order. A sixth of the mass,
however, is not metrical, but consists of longer or shorter
prose pieces, nearly akin in point of language and style with
passages of the Brihmanas. Of the remainder, or metrical
portion, about one sixth is also Yound among the hymns of the
Rik, and mostly in the tonth book of the latter; the rest is
peculiar to the Atharva. Respecting thejr authorship the tradi-

T Wiy swnfycage s
o e '
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tion has no information of value to give: they are with few
exceptions attributed to mythical personages. The greater
portion of them are plainly shown, both by their language and
internal character, to be of much later-date than the general
contents of the other historic Veda, and even than its tenth
book with which they yet stand nearly connected in import
and in origin. The condition of the text alsoin those pas-
sages found likewise in the Rik, points as distinctly to a
- more recent period as that of the other collection. This, how-
ever, would not nccessarily imply that the main body of the
Atharva hymns, were not already in existence when the com-
pilation of the Rik took place. Their character would be
ground enough for their rejection and exclusion from the
canon, until other and less scrupulous hands were found to
undertake their seperate gathering into an independent col-
lection. The nineteenth book is a kind of supplement to the
preceding ones, and it made up of matter of a like nature
which had either been left out when they were compiled, or
had been since produced. The twentieth and last book is a
liturgical selection of passages from the hymns of the Rik,
and it is not easy to see how it should have become appended
to the Atharva as a portion of its text.”*

No record has any where been met with of the number
of Bréhmanas which the Atharva Veda originally included. At
present the Gopatha is the only one which is accessible.

If the Atharva is thus poor in its hymnological and litur-
gical portions, it is particularly rich in Upanishads. The Rig
Veda is represented by only two Upanishads, the Aitareya
and the Kausitaki ; the Sima by two, the Chhéndogya and
the Talavakdra; the White Yajush also by two, the Vriha-
dérayysks and the Vjasaneyi; the Black Yajush, by four,
the Taittiriya, the Maitrdyanf, the Y4jiikaand the Setfs

vatara; whereas the Atharva hasno less than fifty-two affiliat-
# Journal, American Oriental Society, 1V, 256. '
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od to it, besides s number of others of more or less doubtfal's; *
authenticity. The three codices of - the so-called A'tharvars ' -
Upanishads ‘which T have se¢n are all imperfect. Each of
thiem has a seperate order of arrangemient. One of them inclades
the Talavakéra of the S&ma Veda}*smother the Taittirya,
of the Black Yajush; and the third, which is the most modern,
the .CopSla-tdpani the GCopichandana and other works
which are excluded from the other two. The fifty two, besides,
are made up by counting the different chapters of the Svetds-
vatara and other treatises as distinct works. After a care-
ful comparison of the three I have compiled the following
conjectural list ; viz: ' .

1. Garbha. 22. A'tman.
" 2. Prasna. 23 10 27. Mahd.
3. Brahma. ‘ 28 to 33. Kathavallf.
4. Kshurika. i 34. Niérdyanna. ‘
5. Chulika. 35. Vrihanndrdyana(?)
6. Aruneya. 36. Mahdogréyan..
7. Prénagnihotra 37. Sarva.
8. Mupdaka. 38. Huiisa.
9. M4adukya. 39. Paramahaiisa.
10. Vaitathya. 40. Kilﬁgllin‘ugtu.
11. Aldtasdnti. 41-42. Réma-téprai.
12. Nilarudra. | 43. Kaivalya.
'13. Nédavindu. 44 Jhsbla.
14. Brahmavindu. 45. Alsrama.
15. Amritaviady, 46. Pinda.
16. Dhygnavindu. . 47. Siras.
17. Tejovindu. : 48. 8ikhé. _
18, Yogasikhs. 49-30. Nrisifiha-t4pani.
19. Yogatattva. 51. Svetéévatara.
20. Sannydss. 82 Garuda.
21, Kanthasuti.

. ~: ‘TBe commentary of Néréyana omits Nos. 10, 11, 20,.28& ‘
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88, 35, 36, 45, and 51, and supplies their places by Brahma-
vidy4, Séménya, Shatchakra, Gopéla-tdpani, Vésudeva, Gopi-
chandans, A'tmabodha, Ganapati, Krishna, Athaivaveda, and
a second Mahé, following in this respect the modern MS of
" the text. '
1t should be noticed, however, that, strictly speaking, the
Upanishads cannot be called integral parts of the Vedas,
for théy have generally been placed in opposition to those
works, Thus Jaimini, in the Plrva Mimé4iish, defines the
Vedas to be “ works intended to promote ceremeonial ob-
servances ; those which do not promote them are not
Vedas.”* Prabhékara, in the same way, says, “there is
no part of the Vedas which is purely descriptive, and which
does not induce, restrain, enjoin, or probibit actions."} In the
‘.ﬂm;daka Upanishad the Vedas are condemmed as teaching
“secondary knowledge” (Apard vidy4), which is to be re-
jected in favor of the teaching of the Ubpanishads.”} Nérada,
in the Clth4ndogya Upanihsad, appears before Sunatkumira,
and says that he has studied the Rig, the Yajush, the S4ma
and the Atharva Vedas, and other subjocts, but that they have
not sufficed to give him true knowledge, and he accordingly
seeks instruction in the Upanishads|| Kapila.holds the Vedic
or revealed means of attaining salvation to be as ineffectual
@ the tomrporal one T; and Isvargkrishna, working in this
light, condemns the Vedas as worthless, because the rewards
g,ttaino,ble by them are transient.§ The Gopaths, Bri-
Jhamana, likewise, makes the Upanishads stand apart from
:thp Vedas (1,21). Seeit_:lg, further, that the so-cal]gd A’tharva-

¢ W ﬁmu’ultmimi!m iy ‘
-t wefwPrefufefer < vafatae FAPAGU IR wie )
Do T WRREY SANE: WA WBITE: XA |
i+ | Chhandogys U, p.- 116,
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na Uponishads do nok ocour as parts of any extant Brihmana
or Aragyaka of the Atharva-veda, they may very reason-
ably e taken to be altogether independant of that Veda. It
should, nevertheless, be borne in mind that some of the works
of this clags have existéd from a very early period, and Manu,
Vyksa and other high authorities have recognised their
right to be thought as parts of the §ruti, and the whole of
the Vedénta depends for its authority on their autbenh—
city as scriptures. Most of these tracts are theologlcal in
their character, with a special leaning, in some cases, to par-
ticular devinities of the Hindu pantheon. But altogether
they are of so miscellaneous a character,—so inconsistent
with each other,—so dissiniilar in language, style, and subjoct,
that they cannot be taken to be the productions of one age,
much less of one author. For brief accounts of the contents
of these, I must refer the reader to my “ Notices of Sanskrit
MSS.” Vol. I, and to the learned dissertation of Professor
Weber in the first two volumes of the Indischc studien.
Unureliable translations of these are to be met with in Duper-
ron's Qupanikhat. -
The Gopatha Brihmana is divided into two parts; the first
(Purvirdha) comprising five chapters; and the second
(Uttardrddha) six chapters. The chapters are of unequal
length, and comprise from 39 to 15 paragraphs or Kandikés
each, the longest being the first two (39 and 84); and the
shortest the last two (15 and 16) ; the others ranging from 19
to 26 Ka.ndlkﬁs. .
The language of the Gopatha is similar to that of the othér.
Bmhmlnas having all their . archaisms, grammatxca,l irre-
gularitiés, and elliptical and involved style; but it. is af the
same time somewhat simpler. It has no preténsion to.rhetorical
ornament, and rarely rises to any thing like elegance of diction.
Metaphors and allegories occur in the work: frequently, but .
they constitute its subject, and not the ornament. gf.ite lan-
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guage,, With the exception .of a few.quotations from the
hymm of the Rig Veda, and several anustubh slokas, the work
. is:throughout in prose, resembling in this - respect the Aitareya
" mgre closely than the Bréhmanas of the Yajush and the 84ma.
This resemblance is also observable in its subject. Nothing ‘s
tregted of in itin full or in all its detail. The reader is pre-
sumed to be familiar with the rituals of the Vedas, and has ouly
perticular topics brought to his notice which serve to elluci-
date some obscure point, or is worthy of being known as
iuiporta.nt; and even these are discussed in such a digjointed,
 fragmentory, abrupt way, that they entirely fail to be, to us at
least, in any way interesting. Myths, legends and parables
, constitute the staple of the work ; but they are short, inconse-
" quential and pointless, They are .intended to explain the
origin, nature and fruits of particular ceremonies; but, being
1mos!; inartistically set forth, fail to attract attention. The
- case may have been different before, but certain it is that they
have ceased to interest the people of this country since the last
two thousand years.
+ The work opens with the creation of the world, to which
" the bulk of the first chapter is devoted. As the subject
has been treated in it with greater detail than in any other
Veda, and is of some interest, I shall attempt to give a para-
phase of it bere with the omission only of such enlogistic and
explanatory passages as'break the thread of the narrative..
“Om ! Verily, Brahma alone by itself only existed at first.
It willed. ‘I alone exist as the highly adorable* Ho!I must
.create from igyself a second Deva like unto me’ It worked,
upon, it well warined, it fully heated .its self. On the forehead
‘of this working, well-warmed and fully heated (bieing) per-
‘'spiration ‘broke forth. Well pleased thereby, it said, “ I, the
- highly adorable, know well all that should be known.” .

. uv? 'a The rendeving above given is doubtful,
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“He* worked ‘again, he warnted himself well again;’ ke
folly heated: his - self; ~thereupon weperate streams of pbk:
spiration flowed .from:all tho potes ofthe body of that work-
ing; well-warmed and: fully ‘heated being. 'They pleased himi.
Ho siid, “by these I shall-support all and every thing whatever;
by these I shall create all and every thing whatever; by these
1 shall attain all and every thing whatever.’

“Having thus created water + he looked down, 'and im‘the
water beheld his own shadow.” The sced of the ‘beholder,
of its own accord; oozed out, and dropped into the water,” He
thereupon worked and well warmed and fully heated thie
water. The belaboured well-warmed and fully heated water,
along with the seed, devided into two. Thercof that which
was gross, common, very saline, unpotable, unpalatable, and
unsteady, along with the seed in it, became the ocean;
the other which was potable, palatable and quiet, was worked
upon and well warmed and fully ﬁé’a’t’ed and thereby whatever
seed was in it dried up, aud because it dried up (abhiijyata),
therefore it became Bhrigu.

“Having created Bhrigu he disappeared. Bhrigu, having
thus been created, looked towards the east. Speech resound-
ed, “ Véyu, Véyu” (wind). Ho turned; he looked towards the
south. Speech resounded, “ Métarigvan, Métarisvan,” (wmd’)
He turned; he looked towards the west. Speech resounded,
« Payam4na, Pavaména,” (wind). He turned ; he looked towards
the north, Speech resounded, “ Véta, V4ta,” (wind). He re-
plied : - “Iknowit not.” “No,” (said the other) “ Look below
into the water ;” and because he said “look below into the water”
(Atharvdn) therefore Atharvay probeeded from it ; and hence

s

. ]
© In thefirst para. Brahma (neuter) is followed hythe nedter-
pronoune ¢ad(it,)but in the second the masculine sa (he) is substitued
without any change inl the antecedent. -
+ The word is in the plural number in the text
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Atharvan. is called by. that name. Verily, of that venerable
sage- (rishi) -Atharvay, the whole body with its members down
to the smallest hair and the .vital airs, was like that. of
Brabma, To bim, Atharvan, said Brahma; “ Having, created
‘the--beings of Prajipati protect them.” And because he
said, Prajépateh prajs srishivd pdlayasva, therefors Prajépati
came into being, and became the lord of creation. Atharvan
verily is that Prajépati.

. He (Brahma) worked upon, and well warmed, and fully bea-
ted that sage Atharvan. Out of that wrought, well-warmed and
fully heated Atharvay he formed ten Atharvana sages; one
of one richd, one of two richds, one of three, one of four,
one of five, one of six, one of seven, one of eight, one of nine,
and one of ten richds. Those Atharvana rishis, he worked
upon,, and well warmed and fully heatcd, and therefrom ten
Altharvana rishis procecded, the eleventh, twelveth, thirteenth,
fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nine-
teenth, and twentieth.

“He worked upon, well warmed, and fully heated those
Atharvana as well as the Atharvana rishis, and whatever
mantras he beheld in those wrought, well-warmed and fully
heated rishis, the same became the A’tharvana Veda. He
worked upon, and well warmed, and fully heated the
A'tharvana Veda, aud from it issued forth the mind-like
syllable Om.

“He again worked upon, well warmed and fully hea.ted his
self From his self he created the three regions earth, ether
and heaven. He verily produced the earth from his feet, the
ether from his belly, and the heaven from his head. He
worked upon, well warmed and fully heated the three regions,

. and. therefrom created the three gods Agni, (fire,) Véyu, (air,)
and  A'ditya (sun). He verily made Agni out of the earth,
Véyn out of the ether, and A’ditys, out of heaven. He worked
upon, well warmed aud fully heated: the three gods, and there-
from‘ produced. .the thres Vedas, Rig, Yajush and Séma ; the
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Rig Veda from Agni, the Yajur Veda from Vyu, and the S4-
ma Veda from A'ditya. He worked upon, and well warmed
and fully heated the three Vedas, and therefrom produced th;
three great Vyhritis bhuh, bhuvah and svah ; the first froﬁﬁf“
Rig Veda, the second from the Yajur Veda,and tho third from
the Séma Veda.

“The water which encircling the seed (formed) the ocean,
flowed towards the east and the south, the west and the north,
and because it flowed (samavadravanta,) therefore is it called
samudra, ocean. It was frightened, and said, “ Lord, we install
thee as our king.” And because encircling (vrifvg) it remained,
therefore was Varana produced from it, and since Varana was
formed of it, therefore is it indirectly called Varuna, for verily
the gods are fond of indirect, and inimical to direct, altusions,

Ho,Varuna, seperated (amuchyata) from the ocean; he became
Muchysa, and because Muchya was born of him therefore is he
called indirectly Mrityu, for verily the gods are fond of indirect,
and inimical to direct, allusions, He (Brahma) wcrked upon,
well warmed and fully heated that Varuna alias Mrityu, and
from all the members of the body of that wrought, well-warm-
ed and fully heated Mrityu fluids (rasa) exuded ; these formed
the fluids of his hody (afBgarasa), and those fluids of his body
are indirectly called Afiiras, for verily the gods are fond of
indirect, and averse to direct, allusions.

“ He (Brahma) worked upon, well warmed and fully heated
that Afigiras, the sage, and therefrom proceeded the Vifisina
Adbgirasarishis. He worked upon well warmed and fully heated
the Vifisina Afigirasa sages, and therewith formed the ten
A'fgirasa A'rshoyas (sons of sages) having sixieen, eighteen,
tgvelve, one, three, four, five, six, two, and seven richds. He wor-
ked upon, well warmed and fully heated the Afigifasa siges and
the A’figirasa A'tsheyas, and whistever mantras he perceived in
thém therewith be formed the A’dgirasa Veda. He worked

upon and well warmed and fully heatod that A’fgirasa Vedb,
" and therefrom proceeded the two nyllab]es Janat,
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“It, the A'fAgirasaVeda, remained above, leaving these regions,
therefore the reader of the A'Agirasa remains above.

“ He (Brahma), looked towards the sides, the east, the south,
the  west, the ‘north, above and below, and worked upon and
well warmed and fully heated them;and therefrom prepared
the five Vedas, Sarpa Veda, Pisdcha Veda, Asura Veda, Itihésa

_ Ved4,and Purdna Veda. From the east side he formed the Sarpa
Veda, or the science of serpents; from the south the Pisfcha
Veda, on the science of hobgoblins;from the west the Asura
Veda, or the science of giants; from the north the Itihgsa
Veda, or the science of history ; and from above and below the’
Puréna Veda, or the science of ancient legends, He worked up-
on, and well warmed and fully heated the five Vedas, and there-
from formed the five great Vyshritis, Vridhat, Karat, Guhan,
Mahat and: Tat ; Vridhat from the Sarpa Veda, Karat from the -
Pisfcha Veda, Guhan: from the Asura Veda, Mahat from the
Itihdsa Veda, and Tat from the Purédna Veda.

*He looked forwards and backwards, and, worked uprn and
well warmed and fully heated them, and formed therefrom the
preeminent syllable Sam.

“ He again worked upon, and well warmed and fully heated
himself, and from his mind produced the moon, from his nails
the stars, from the hairs of his body herbs and trees, and from
his minor vital airs the other numerous objects. *®

“He again worked upon, and well warmed and fully heated
himself ; he beheld the threefold seven-stringed and twenty-one-
membered sacrifice (Yajna). Thereof this Rig Veda verse may
be quoted: “Agni formed the threefold and seven-stringed sa- .

-# The word uséd is % dovin” gods, but seeing that in the Rig
Veda- 9ven pestles and mortars and leather strainers ate named'
devas, the word, it may be presumed, is here nsed in the sonse merely
of created objects, and not of devine beings especially, The.use.of-
the.word amyds ¢ others” as opposedto herbs and trees can .suggest
00 othek fxxbuning.
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crifice.” . On that subject. this supplementary sloka may also
be quoted: ‘The seven sagrifices of cooked .rice, are seven-
stringed.’

“ He collected it ; he porfurmed a sacrifice with it. | In that
sacrifice. Agni officiated as Hotd, Viyu as .Adhvnryu. Surya
as Udgits, Chandramas as Brahms, Paryyanya as Sadasya,
horbs and trees as oblation spoons; the Adhvaryu Vlsvedevas
as Hotrakas, and the Atharv4igirasas as Goptdras.

“These learned officiating priests, having completed the
sacrifice, thus addressed it, ‘ may this resulting oblatory butter
make not the immortal creation heedless” Verily those
guardians arc called the leaders of sacrifice sadah-prasarpakdn. -
To these, says Prajdpati, plentiful fees should be awarded;
for incfficient priests who have not observed Brahmacharya and
arc wanting in earnestness, aro verily enemies of the sacrifice ; the
cnemies of the sacrifice injurce the institutor thereof; the ene-
mies of the institutor injure the Ritvijas; the enemies of the
Ritvijas injure the fees; the enemies.of focs injure tu~ insti-
tutor with his children and cattle ; tho enemies of his ehildren
and cattle injure the institutor in this world and in heaven;
the enemies of heaven and earth injure half the resources of
the institutor's life: they only accomplish half a sacrifice.”

Having thus described the origin of creation the work:
proceeds, after two short paragraphs on certain expiations for
flaws in the performance of sacrifices, to describe the creation
«of the universe from the syllable Om. It says, “ Brahma verily
.cpeated Brahma en a lotus leaf. Of a truth he Brahiog, thus erea~
ted, was engaged in the reflection, * by what single syllab]e can
T perceive all desirable objects, all rogions, all Devas, ‘all Vedas,
all sacrifices, all werds, all fruition, all creation, whether fixed.or
moving’ He performed a Brahmacharya; he beheld the syllable
Om, of two letters, four instants, all pervading, preeminent, .
unchangeable, the Brahma, the Bréhmi, the Vyghritf,  the -
godly Bralyna, From it was produced all desirable objects, ‘all-’

¢
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regions, all Devas, all Vedas, all sacrifices, all words, all fruition,
the whole creation fixed and moving.

“From its first letter was produced heaven; and from its
second letter vigor and the luminaries.

“ From its first vocalic instant were produced the earth, fire,
herbs, trees, the Rig Veda, the mystic syllable (Vyih»its) bhu,
the Géyatri metre, the threefold stoma, the eastern side, the
spring season, the instrument of spcech—tongue, and the power
of taste. ‘

“ From its second vocalic instant were produced ether, air,
the Yajur Veda, the mystic syllable bhuwva, the traistubha
metre, the fifteen-fold stoma, the western side, the summer
season, the organs of breath—the nostrils, and- the power of
smelling.

“From its third vocalic instant were produced the heaven, the
sun, the Sima Veda, the wystic syllable svauh, the jagati metre,
the seventeen-fold stoma, the northern side, the rainy season,
the seats of light,—eyes, and the power of vision.

“From its consonantal instant b were produced the waters,
the moon, the Atharva Veda, the stars, the circumflex Om its
life, janat, the Afigirasas, the anustubh metre, the tWenty-one-
fold stoma, the southern side, the autumn season, the seat of
knowledge—mind, and the power of knowing.

“From its consonantal instant m were produced the Itihdsa
Pursna, speech, metrical language, ndrasafisi, the Upanishads,
the commanding syllables Vridhat, Karat, Guhan, Mahat, Tat,
and Sam, the great Vy4hriti Om, harmony of many corded instru-
ments, voice, dancing, singing, music, the Cbaitraratha Devas,
lightning, light, the vrihati metre, the thirty-three-fold stoma, the'
upper and lower sides, the cold and dewy seasons, the organs of
hearing—ears, and the power of audition.”a

@Though the syllable is said to comprehend four instants, yet three
vocalic and bw o consonantal instants are here recounted ; probably the
last two ave counted as ono. "
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A legend now follows in which the Dovas are said to have
overcome the Asuras by starting to the attack led by Om, to
which they promised every preeminence. The subsequent kan-
dik4s of the first chapter are devoted to the praise of Om,
its origin, derivation and uses, its different positions in the differ-
ent Vedas, and its place in the Gdyatrf, the meaning of which
is explained at length.

The account given of the Gdyatri is the fullest I have met
with in the Vedas, and will perhaps be interesting to many as
containing the oldest ideas of the Brihmanas on the subject.
The account is given in the form of a narrative, and is as
follows :— '

“(H4va of the race of Mitra (Maitreya) repaired to Maudga-
lya, who was well versed in the (scieace of) cleven syllables, and,
seeing him engaged in the duties of Brahmacharya, said :
 How is this ? Whatever exists in this Brahmacharya, and what-
ever Maudgalya is performing are all perishablo.’

“ A desciple of Maudgalya, hearing this, repairea to his
tutor, and said, ‘the man who has this day become our guest
speaks ill of your learning.’ \

“¢“What does he know, fair youth ? enquied the teacher.

" «<He reads the three Vedas, sir, replied tho pupil.

“ ¢ Invite near me, fair youth, the most forward pupil of the
man who has come to question my learning.

“The pupil of Maudgalya called a pupil of Gl4va, and said
to his tutor, ¢ Here he is, sir.”

“(Of him enquired Maudgalya) ‘What, fair youth, does
your tutor profess 2.’

¢ He reads the three Vedas, sir’, replied the youth.

“(Gl4va said), * How do you, fair youth, speak thus of your
tutor to us who have got all the three Vedas in our mouth ?
How do good people so speak of good people ? He does not
wish to reply to the question I have asked him, nor does he

know it.’ o

“ Maudgalya, thereupon, said to his own pupil, ¢ Kepalr, fair
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youth, to Gléva of the race of Mitra, and address him, saying,
‘instruct me,sir, and explain tome the S4vitrs, (i. e. the Gdya-
iri,) of twenty-four syllables and twelve couples, of which Bhrig-
véiigirasas are the eyes, and in which all this creation subsists.
. Bhotld that Brahmeachéri tutor, fair youth, happen not to know
it, and to ask a Bramachéri pupil (like you) to explain the 84-
vitrl, to him, then tell him, *as you said to Maudgalya, so are
you ill-instructed, since questioned by me you have given no
answer. You shall have to submit to privations for a year.

“The pupil repaired to where the other (Gl4va) was, and
asked the question (which his tutor had suggested to him),

“He (Gl4va) gave him no reply. Thereupon'the pupil said;
‘ag you said to Maudgulya, so aro you ill-instructed, since
questioned by me you have given no answer. You shall have
to subMit to privations for a year,

“He, Maitreya, to his own pupils, said ; * forsaking me, repair
as you list, to your homes. Isaid of Maudgalya that he
was ill-instructed, and yot have failed to answer the question
put to me by him ; I shall therefore go and pacify him’

“Qn the fallowing morning Maitreya, taking a handful of sa-
crificial wood (in token of submission) went to Maudgalya and
said, ¢ Sir, T am Maitreya.

"“Wherefore are you come ? (enquired Maudgalya.)

‘I have (said Maitreya) called you ill-instructed, and yet
have failed to answer the question put by you, I have thercfore
come to pacify you.’ o

“He (Maudgalya) said ; ‘it is said that you have committed
eve;ﬁ sin by coming here in a conveyance. I give you this
aﬁ&pit;iou;t car of mine (instruction) ; go away in it

“#The other said, ‘what you say is neither ungenerous nor -
. ﬁ;;&i;d, and for it have I come to you’ Then approaching him
(nearer)v q'iiqnired, “8ir, to whom do wise men allude by (the
phrase) “ the adorable glory of the god Savit4"? and advise me as
to whut they mean by dhiya (intellect); and, should you know
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1t, tell me the courses through which the sun moves on (pra-
chodaydt).” * .

“ To him said the other thus; ¢ wise men say the' Vedas an
the chhandas (metres) are the preeminent parts (varenya) of
the sun ; and the glory (bkarga) of that god is aliment, (anna).
I tell you also that dhiye means duties, (karmdni) and
the courses, those by which the sun moves on.”

“« Having understood this, Gléva requested him, saying, ¢ teach
me, sir, who is Savit4 (sun) and what is the Sgvitri?’

“(Maudgalya replied),” the mind(manas)is the sun, Savit4, and
spoech the S4vitrl. Wherever there is mind, verily there also is
speech, and wherever there is speech, there also is mind ; thus
there are two sources and one couple. The fire, Agni, is
Savité, and the earth, the S4vitri ; wherever there is earth there
always is Agni, and wherever there is Agni there always i#arth;
thus there are two sources and one couple. Véyu of a truth is
Savitd, and ether, the S4vitri ; wherever there is Véyu there is
ether (antariksha), and wherever there is ether there i« Viyu;
thus there are two sources and one couple. The sun, A’ditya, is
Savit4, and sky (dyaw), the Sévitri; wherever there is A'ditya
there always is sky, and where there is sky, there also is Alditya;
thus there are two sources and ono couple. Chandramas, the
moon, verily is Savit4, and the stars, the Svitrl; wherever there
is moon there also are stars, and wherever thero ave stars thero
is the the moon ; thus there are two sources and one couple.
The day (aham) is Savité, and the night (rdtri), the Shvitri;
wherever there is day there is night,and wherever there is night
there also is day ; thus there are two sources and one couple.
Heat(ushna)is Savité,and cold(sfta), the Sévitri; wherever there
is heat, there also is cold, and where there is cold, there also is
heat; thus there are two sources and one conple. The cloud

@ These questions include all the leading words of tho sacréd
Géyatri.
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(abbhra)is Savitd, and rain (vursha) the S4vitri ; wherever there
is cloud thére is rain, and where there is rain, there is cloud;
thus there: are two sources and ome couple. The lightning
(vidyut) is 'Savité, and the thunder (stanayitnu), the Sivitef ;
wherever there is lightaing there is thunder, and where there is
thunder there also is lightning ; thus there are two sources and
one couple. Life (prdna)is Savitd, and food (anna), the S4vitri;
wherever there is life there is food, and where there is food there
also ig life; thus there are two sources and one couple. The
Vedas are Savit4, and the metres (chhandas), the Sévitri ; wher-
ever there are Vedas, there are metres, and where there are
metres, there also are the Vedas ; thus there are two sources
and one couple. Sacrifice (Yajita) is Savit4, and fee (dakshind),
the S4vitrf; wherever there is sacrifice there is fee,and where
there#is fee there also is sacrifice; thus there are two sources and
one couple. These verily are the twelve couples.

“Verily Brahma beheld this recepacle, the adorable prosperi-
ty, (the S4vitri alias Gyatri). Medtate on it. If it be religi-
ously held, (vrate), it abides* in truth. He, Savitd, having
created Bréhmanas from the S4vitri, held it within him, hence
the first foot of the Savitr{ is savitur varenyam the preeminient
portion of Savitd, (a play upon the word vrata, religiously
held and thence vdrenyam the preeminent) By the earth is
upheld the Rig hymns; by the Rig hymns, Agni; by Agni,
prosperity (sri, here intended for S4vitrf) ; by prosperity, woman ;
by woman, a couple ; by a couple, man ; by man, work ; by work,
religious austerity ; by religious austerity, truth; by truth,
Brahma, by Brahma, Bréhmana; by Bréhmana, devotion; by
devotion are Brfhnmnas bepraised, made voidless, and un-
broken. His thread (lineage) remains unbroken, and the
gbode ' of his life remains undisturbed who knows this the first

“foot of the Sévftri, or knowing explains it.

@ safawm The verb is in the past tonse.
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“* We comtemplate the glory of the god, (bhargo devasya
dhimahi) is the second foot of the Sdvitri. By ether is the
Yajush upheld; by the Yajush, Vdyu; by the Véyu;.cloud ;
hy the cloud, rain; by the rain, herbs and trees; by herbs and
trees, animals ; by animals,work ; by work, austirity ; by austirity,
truth ; by truth, Brahma ; by,Brahma, Bréhmana ; by Brahmana,
devotion; by devotion is Brahmana bepraised, made voidless,
and unbroken. His thread (lincagc) remaius unbroken, and the
abode of his life remains undisturbed,’'who knows this the
second foot of the Sévitt, or kuowing explains it.

«<He who irradiates our understanding,’ (dhiyo yo nah pra-
chodaydt,) is tho third foot of the Sdvitel. By the sky is the
Sdma upheld; by the Sdma, Nditya; by A'ditya, light;
by the light, rain; by the rain, herbs and trees; by the herbs
and trees, animals; by the animals, work ; by work, austerity ;
by austerity, truth; by truth, Brahma ; by Brahma, Bréhmaya;
by the Brdhmana devotion; by devotion is the Brahmaua
bepraised, made voidless,and anbrokon. His lineage remains
unbroken, and the abode of his life remaing undisturbed,
who kunows this the third foot of the Savitri, or knowing ex-
plains it.

“By the Brihmana who; thus knows this, is, of a truth,
Brahma acquired, digested and well understood. By Brahma is
the ether acquired, digested and well understood. By the ether
is Véyu acquired, digested and well understood, By Véyu is
the light acquired, digested and well understood. By light is
water acquired, digested and well understood. By wateris carth
acyuired, digested and well understood, By earth is food ac-
quired, digested and well understood. By food is life acquired,
digested and well understood. By life is mind acquired, diges-
ted and well understood. By mind is speech acquired, digested
and well understood. By speech are the Vedas acquired, diges-
ted and well understood. By the Vedas is sacrifice acquired,
digested and well . understood. Verily these twelve grent
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elements are situated in -this order, and thereof is sacrifice the
highest. : .

*“Those who know the above think that they know it (rightly);
but in reality they know it not. Sacrifice is established on
the Vedas; the Vedas are established on speech; speech
is established on the mind; the mind isestablished on life;
life is established on food; food is established on the earth;
tha earth is established on water; water is established on
light; light is established on wind ; the wind is established on
ether; the ether is established on Brahma; Brahwa is esta-
blished on Brdhmanas acquainted with Brahma. Verily he
ig conscient of Brahma who knows this. He achieves meori-
torious acts, and sweet odours,—he destroys all sins, and enjoys
endless grace—who knows this; as also he, who knowing
this, adores the Upanishad which has the Sgvitif, the mother
of the Vedas, for its subject.”

This interpretation differs from what is generally received
by later authors, inasmuch as it seperates the epithet varenya
from bharge, and makes the two distinet. This, however, is
amore apparent than real, for it is merely allegorical, and docs
not alter the sense. Otherwise it is on all fours with the
belief of the Hindus that the object adored is Brahma or the
universal soul, and therefore also of the sun, and not the
sun itself as represented by its rays. As the interpretation is
‘the oldest we possess, and was given within a short time
after the Gdyatri had been composed, this fact is worthy of
note, particularly as it is at variance with the version given
‘by some Eurepean orientalists, netably by the late Professor
‘Wilson, which makes the saun itself te be the objectof wor-
‘ship. Itis of course impossible to say what the author of the

" ‘Gfyatrt. himself had in view, but his Indian‘commentators,

‘both ancient and modern, are at one in believing that he rose
from natate up-to nature’s God, and adored that sublime lumi-
nafy which is-visible only to the eye of reasog, and not the
planet we daily see in its course, B
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.- Phe Chapter closes with a kandiki on thé impertanco of
A'chamana, or washing of the face before conunencing a
ceremony.

The second chapter devotes its first nine kandikés to the
duties appropriate to Brahmachéris, or religious students, in-
culcating dispassion, mendicity, chastity, devotion to the tutor,
and other virtues, and fixing the time to be deovoted to
such a course of life from twelve to twonty-four years, The
rules are very much the same as thesc given in the Grihya
Satras, and- call for no remark. A legend follows in which
a sage of the name of K4bandhi, son of Kabandha, an A’ thar-
vana Rishi, is described as an intelligent disputant, » knower
of the Mim4fisé (mimdnsaka), and self-sufficient to a degree.
He discourses with the priests of tho great king Yau-
vandsya Méndh4ts, and questions them abeut the dutics’of
priests and the particular knowledge necessary for them. The
roplies are brief and inconsequential. Several other legends
follow, which describe the various requirements of su-rifices,
Of these brief accounts will be found in the table of contents.
They are, as usual with Brihmanic legends, inanc, and designod
mostly to establish the proeminence of the Atharva over the
other Vedas. :

The third chapter opens with an iujunction that the four
priests at a sacrifice should know the four Vedas, and that a
sacrifice with three priests versed in the Rig, Yajush, and 84ma,
is, like an animal with a less number of feet than four, or
a man with one foot, or acar with one wheel, incapable
of moving on satisfactorily. Certain expiations are then re-
commended for the offence of speaking on the part of the
priests when engaged at o sacrifice. A curious legend then fol-
lows in which questions ars propounded as to why the hair grows
first on the head and then on the other parts of the body ? why -
men havp mustache and womeu have it not? why the teeth’
first cut out of the lower jaw? why they shed and. grow

. ‘ D
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again? and why and how other organs of the body per-
form their functions? and they are explained by references
to various parts of the Darsapaurnamdsa sacrifice; as
also regarding certain accidents to the sacrificial fire and
their expiations. Passing over two other short legends
of little importance, we come to a set of rules regarding
the distribution of the sacrificed cow among the different
persons engaged in the sacrifice. According to them the Pras-
titd is to receive the two jaws along with the tongme; the
Pratihartd, the neck and the hump; the Udgéts, the eagle-
like wings or briskets; the Adhvaryu, the right side chine with
the shoulder ; the Upagét4, the left chine ; the Pratiprasth4ts,
the left side shoulder ; the Brahmg and the wife of the Ra-
thys,» the right ramp; the Brahmanachchhafisi, the right hip
lower down the round ; the Poté, the thigh (legt); the Hot4, the
left ramp; the Maitrivaruna, the left round ; the Achchh4véka,
the left leg; the Neshtd, the right arm, (clod) ; the Sadasya, the
left clod ; the master of the house, the sirloin and some part of
the abdomen (flank? sada and anuka) ; his wite, the loin, or the
pelvic region, which she is to bestow on a Brdhman ; the Agni-
dhra, the stomach (vanishfu), the heart, the kidneys, and the
right fore-leg (véhu); the A'treya, the left leg ; the houscholder
who ordains the sacrifice,} the two right feet; the wife of the
householder who ordains the sacrifice, the two left foet; and
both of them in common the upper lip; the Grévastut,
three bones of the neck, (vertebree,) and the manirjsh (whatever

o gfga q‘if‘wtwrihqq‘- The passage is evidently corrupt,
and I am doubtful of its mport. The meaning above ngen is a
mere guess.

4 I connot mako ont the distinction be tween tho avarasakiha “hip
lgyer ‘down” ond the wru “thigh.” I suspect the last to mean the

.: “m'h‘m‘:) I do not know the difference between this
person and the householder who gets the girloin,
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that be) ; the man who leads the cow, three other vertebre and
& half -of the perineum; the Chamasirdhvaryu, the bladder;
the Subrahmanya, the head ; the man who invites peofxle to &
Soma sacrifice, the hide. These altogether makea total of thirty-
six parts. Dire imprecations are hurled against those who ven-
ture to depart from this order of division. The chapter is brought .
to a close with some subsidiary rules regarding dikshd or initia-
tion 4. e. the formal engagement of priests at a sacrifice.

The fourth chapter continues the subject of initiation,
giving directions as to the order in which the different priests
areto be initiated, and the several assistants who are to offi-
ciate under the chief priests. Some of the principal ceremonies
and the gods who preside over thom are then named, and the
rewards due for the performance of those ccremonies are given
in detail. The latter half of the chapter is devoted to a des-
cription of the mystic connection of the year with coremonies,

The first six kandikés of the fifth chapter continne tho
subject of relation of ceremonies to the year, and sum it up
with anallegery in which the year is represented as a hu-
man being, and its different members are formed by the different
ceremonies noticed in the preceding kandikds. The sevently
gives the order which the ceremonies should succossively
follow; the first is Agny&dhdna, then Purvghuti, then Agni-
hotra, then Darfa and Paurnamisa, then Agrayona, then
Chéturmésya, then Pashubandha, then Agnishtoma, then Réja-
stiya, then V4japeya, then Asvamedha, then Purushamedha,
then Sarvamedha, then Dakshingvanta, then Dakshing, then
Adakshin4, the last three forming parts of the Sabasradak-
shind.® A legead follows in which Prajdpati is represented to
have performed all the other coremonies, and, attaining thereby
ouly perishable rewards, subsequently to have secured eternal

AR
# This passage in the original text is cvidently incorrect, and
my version is conjectural.
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fruition. by the ceremony of Sahasradakshing (one involv-
ing a fee of a thousand heads of cattle) Passing over
some unimportant paragraphs we come to the twenty-third,

~ which gives some details about the classification and particu~

. lar times of sacrifices. All ceremonies are devided into three

. classes; 1st including all those in which the cooking of rice or
frumenty is the most important element, *hence called
Pdlayajne* ;—2nd those in which the offering of clarified
butter is the most important—Haviryajna,; and 3rd those in
which the Soma beverage holds the most prominent place,—
Somya or Somayajne. Each of them includes 7 different
kinds of sacrifices. Thus—

Class, I. Pdkayajna, comprising, 1, S4yam homa; 2, Pré-
tax homa; 3, nine kinds of Sthélipgka; 4, Bali; 5, Pitriyajna;
6, Ishtaksh ; 7, Pagu.

- Class, II. Haviryajna, comprising, 1, Agny4dheya, 2, Agni~
hotra; 8, Paurnamési; 4, A'mévésys or Darsa; 5, the nine
Ishtis; 6, the four Chdturm4syas; 7, Pasubandha.

Class. III. Somayajna, comprising, 1, Agnishtoma; 2;
Atyagnishtoma ; 8, Ukthya; 4, Shodasimén; 5, Véjapeya; 6,
Atirdtra; 7, A'ptory&ma.

The last two kandik4s of the chapter are devoted to the
creation and requirements of ceremonies, and the uses of the
different Vedas in the performance thereof.

® Although the cooking of rice is & gine qua nox in these ceremo-
nies, yet qouia authors are of opinion that pdka here does not mean
cooking. “It signifies, according to Indian authoritiés,” says Max Mul-
ler ; “ either small or good. That pdka is used in the first sense dp-
" pears from such expressions as yo mat pakatarah, “he who is smaller
than we.” But the more likely meaning is good or exdellent or per-:
/ocl bewue ;a8 ‘the commentators remark, these ceromonies impart
to every man that peculear fitness without which he would be exclud-:
\ odfidin the mabtifices, and from all the benefits of: his rehgxon. '
: Awmﬂ Sandderis Literature, 203,
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The contents of the Second Book are even morc desultory,
inconseqaential and fragementary than those of the firgy. *No
subject i8 taken up ab initio, or described otherwise than
casually, and with reference to some particular point of doubt
only. The author of the work starts with the assumption that
the reader is familiar with the subject, and needs elucida-
tion only with reference to some abstruse point or other.
The  .Book opens with a direction to throw out a wisp of
hay from the seat of the Brahmé4, and on the necessity of
the Brahm4’s remaining silent when filling the sacrificial
* vessel called pramitd, and of the alter being surrounded by a
strip of cloth named paridhi. Then follows a legend in-
tended for the praise of Brahm4 as the most important
member of the clerical staff. Itis said that Prajépati once
performed a sacrifice without awarding to Rudra his share of
offerings. Rudra wished that since he had been cut out of
the ceremony it should not yield the desired return, and
accordingly, seizing and piercing it, cut off a portion from it,
The resulting fragment is the Prdsitra food. It was given to
Bhaga; but no sooner that divinity bebeld it than his eyes
dropped out, for which he is called “the Blind Bhaga.” He
took it not. It was next offered to Savité, who took it, but his
hands thereupon were immediately cut off, and he had to put
on golden hands, whence he is praised as the “ golden-handed.”
The oblation was next offered to Pushan, who tasted it, but
that’ broke his teeth, therefore he is called the “toothless
cater of cakes” It was then oftered to Idhmé4fgirasa, who
likewise tasted it, and thereby lost his head : the oblation
returned to the’ Yajpa, Thereupon it was offered to Varhi
A figirasa, who, partaking of it,had his body disjointed. The food
reverted to its place. It was offered next to Vrihaspati A'Agi-
rasa, who was frightened by the idea of an impending danger,
and repeated a mantra, which ultimately resulted in the glori-".
fication of the Brahm$ as the head of thesacrifice, . The Je-

v
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gend. though pointless and uninteresting, is of importance
as costaining the germ on which the Padrdnic tale of
Daksha's great sacrifice has been elaborated. According
to the popular version, which is founded on that of the
Bhégavata Purdna, once on a time Daksha, the mind-
born son of Brahm4, happened to be present at a Visvas-
rig sacrifice celebrated by his father, and, on the arrival of
Siva there, was waunting in courtesy to him. A quarrel
thereupon broke out between the two, and culminated in a
curse from Daksha, who ordained that thenceforward Siva
should not be allowed a share at a sacrifice. Subsequently
Daksha himself celebrated a grand sacrifice such as creation
had never before beheld, resplendant with all that unlimited
wealth and divine command could bring together. To it
assembled all the gods, with their wives, all the Rishis, and
nymphs, and Pitris and Gandharvas from the farthest gparts of
the world, and the only persons designedly excluded were Um4
and her lord Siva. Umé4, seated in her blissful mansion on
the crest of the Kaildsa mountain, beheld the crowds that
were moving towards her father’s house, and soon heard of the
rejoicings that were going on to which she had been purposely
excluded.
“Wroth of heart was Um4;
“To her lord she spake :—
“¢Why dost thou, the mighty,
“¢Of no rite partake ?
““ Straight I speed to Daksha
“Such a sight to seeo:
“If he be my father,
“ He must welcome thee.”
But her lord could not be prevailed upon to go to a feast
#which he had not been invited, and so she started alone.
ting her favarite bull, and followed by a wild band of her
orda spritely attendants, she hurried through space, andina
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twinkling alighted amidst the godly company when feasting
and joy and merriment were at their height in the mansion

of her father.

“Greeting, gods and snwes,
Greeting, father mine!

Work hath wondrous virtue,
Where such aids combine.

“Guest-hall never gathered
Goodlicr company :
Scemeth all are welcome,—

All the gods but me.”

Spake the Muni Daksha,
Stern and cold his tone ;—
“¢Welcome thou, too, danghter,
Since thou com'st alone.

“But thy frenzied hushand
Suits another shrine;
Heis no partaker
Of this feast of mine.

“ He who walks in darkness
Loves no deeds of light;

He who herds with demons
Shuns each kindly sprite.

“ Let him wander naked,—
Wizard weapons wield,—

Dance his frantic measure
Round the funeral field.

“ Art thou yet delighted
With the reeking hide,
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Body smeared with ashes,
Skulls in necklace tied ? '

“Thou to love this monster ;
Thou to plead his part!

Know the moon and Gangd
Share that faithless heart.

“ Vainly art thou vying
With thy rivals’ charms:
Arc not coils of serpents
Softer than thine arms 2"*

These would be bitter words to any faitnful wife to hear
said of her lord; to Umd, who was the pattern of her sex,
and the most devoted of wives, enjoying on that account the
proud title of Satf par exellence, they proved the most poignant,
touching her to the very core of hex “eart. In a mighty cry
-of angnish she upbraided her fathe~, &.c Mlating on the merits
-of her husband and the ivjustico thay »u.% v .o done him, ended
by declaring that she wonld no longcr Lcuatn a body which she

owed to so wicked a father 2 "iceame speechless with
overwhelming w uil | teck beo- . b e nocthern side of
the altar whick ., few har. i:22 lord, and, covering
berself with tho ko o€ Te o, her life 1o 7
of profound. sc.tasicn. Lo o d Cumb the cowen,

beheld 1o traoedy, wite b bon . 1o o wnake any atie v
for b riweie. Fee aitondari. ouw rushed forwards o
Bhrigu. the kil pries, o an instant poured an obla-
tion wn the fire, sad hrought forth from +he flames a
mighty host of frightful Ribhus who sco: .ompelled them

™ Waterﬁeld’s Indian Ballads and Poems. The Bhigavata makes
&hln utter these reproaches when he meets Siva at the festal hall
of hia father, but the popular version brings them to this place.
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to run away. When Siva heard the news there was no limit
to his wrath; terrific flames burst forth from every pore of his
body, and, as in an agony of violent grief he plucked a lock
of hair from his head, it assumed the form of a most stupendous
giant with a thousand arms. Thisapparition at once went forth
to the place of Daksha, aceompanied by & numerous retirue
of fiends, and dealt destruction on every side. The gods fled
in terror, and the festal hall was heaped with camage. Bhaga
had his eyes plucked out; Bhrigu's beard was torn; and
Pushan’s teeth suffored complete demolition; while most of
the Devas were tied hand and foot and trampled upon. But
the foremost among the vietims was Daksha himself, whose
. head was lopped off, and thrown into the burning altar, where
it was soon reduced to ashes. The gods now met in solemn
conclave to devise means for putting a stop to the rapidly
incressing havoe, and besought Vishnu and Brahmg to
come to the rescue. Then they all went to Siva and most ear-
nestly supplicated his mercy, and so far prevailed c¢n him
as to bring him to the scene of devastation. But when
that divinity beheld there the corpsc of his dearly beloved
wife, bis grief and wrath revived dgain. He stuck the
corpse on the point of his trident, and began a wild maddened
dance which threatened immediate destruction to the uni-
verse. Vishnu, at this juncture, felt himself unequal to the
task of pacifying the fury of Siva; but, knowing that as long
as the dead body of Umg would be in sight so long the surging
grief would not subside, he cut it off bit by bit with his
discus, and threw it wide about the earth.* This expedient

* Fifty-one such bits were thrown sbout, and  the spot where cach
of them fell formed a sacred pitha, which is held in the highest ve-
peration to this day. The Tantra-chudémani gives the follow-
ing acoount of the different parts into which the body was
divided, and the places where they fell : viz, 1, the crown of the
"head st Hingulé (Hinglaj)s 2, the threo oyes at Sarkurirs; 3,

. . .
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proved efficacious, and Siva was at last induced to restore the
killed and woanded to life and health. But Daksha’s head
having been burnt, it had to be replaced by that of a goat,*
which was lying handy by the altar.

The K4lik§ Purfna differs from the Bhégavata in

tho nose at Sugandhd; 4, the top of the neck at Kégmira ; 5, the
tongue at Jvalimukhi; 6, the right breast at Jilandhara; 7, the
heart at Vaidyangtha ; 8, the knces at Nepilag 9, the right hand.
at Ménasa; 10, the navel in Utkala; 11, tho right check ab
Gandaki ; 12, the left arm at Vahuld ; 13, the elbow at Ujjayanf ;
14, the right arm at Chitt4la, Chandrasekhara ; 15, the right foot at
Tripurd ; 16, the left foot at Trisrot4 ; 17, the pudendum at Kdmagiri
(Kémékhys); 18, the right great-toe at Yugadys; 19, other
right tocs at Kalipitha, (Kélighat); 20, the fingers at Prayiga
21, tho thighs at Jayanti; 22, the earings at VArénasi ; 23, the back
of tho trunk at Kanyasrama ; 24, the right ankle at Kurukshetra ;
25, tho wrists at Manivedaka ; 26, the back of tho neckat Srisaila ; 27,
the backbone at Kénchi; 28, one hip at Kdlamidhava ; 29, the other
hip nt Narmadi; 30, the left breast at Rdmagiri; 31, tho hairs
of tho head at Vrindivana ; 32, the upper row of tecth at Stichi; 33,
the lower row of toeth at Panchasigara ; 34, the left talpa * (shoulder
blade? at Karatoyé ; 36, the rightdo. at Sriparvata ; 36, the leftankle, at
Vibhésha; 37, the belly at Prabhésha ; 38, the upperlip at Bhairava-
parvata ; 39, the chin at Jalnsthala ; 40, the left cheek at Godavari ;
41, the right shoulder at Ratnavali ; 42, the left shoulder at Mithild ;
43, the' log bone at Nalépati ; 44, the ears at Karndta ; 45, the mind
at Vakregvara ; 46, the palm at Jasora ; 47, the lower lip at Attahdsa ;
48, the necklaco at Nandipura ; 49, the anklets at Lanké; 50, the toes
of the left foot at Virita ; 51, the right leg at Magadha. How the
mind and the ornaments formed parts of the body, are E['émﬁc
mysteries which I cannot unravel, The Bhégavata has nothing
to say abont this division, as,according to it, the body was consumed
by a fire which was evolved from the Devi’s profound meditation.

Ram according to Wilson ; the Sanskrit word in the Bhégavata
I’\uﬁnu is aja, which means both a goat and a sheep. -
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many important particulars, and the Viyu differs the moot.@
But they all agree in making Daksha’s refusal to recognise
ti greatness of Rudra alias Siva, and Um4's suicido as the
original causes of Daksha's disgrace. The Vedic legend has
nothing to say about the substitution of a goat or ram’s head
for that of Daksha, but the myth on the subject must bo of
considerable antiquity, seeing that we have a ram-headed
divinity among the most ancient sculptures of Egypt, re-
presenting one of the cight great gods of the country., His
name was variously spelt Kneph, Neph, Nef, Cnouphis,
Chnoubis, Noub, and, perbaps also, Nout Like Daksha, ho
appears in sculptures as “a man with the head of a ram* and
if not the progenitor, Prajdpati, at least the leader, of the g“?."t
Elswhero he is described as the “spirit of the god, which foved
upon the face of the waters” § Daksha, however, had many
wives, while Neph had only two; and Sati, the daughter of
Daksha, became, among the Egyptians, Saté ( Juno) one of
tho wives of their Jove. Anyhow thereis a remarkabl~ analogy
between the two gods, and the idea suggests itsclf that perhaps
they owe their origin to a common source, or one of them
is derived fromthe other. Tho Paurdnic story of the sacri-
fice and its consequences is, however, an allegorical represonta-
tion of a quarrel betwoen the Vaishnavites and the Sivites,
which terminated by the admission of §iva into the Hindu
pantheon, and has no connexion with Egypt.

The second chapter begins with some detailed instruc-
tions on the offering of flesh meat on the A’hitdgni. That fire
alway$ wishes the Yajaména to offer it such delectable food,
and the Yajaména who offers animals fit for Indrégni to it once

* Wilson's Vishnu Purna p. 61.

+ Wilkinson's Ancient Egyptises, Nu 8. I p» 241,
i Zbid I, 238,

§ Jbid, 1 236,
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every oit monchs, accomplishes the offering of his ow a-self to
Indra end Agni. The same offering should be made by those
who desira long life, or numerous descendents, or crowded
heids, For a prayer to Yanm for long kife, the offering meet is &
gréen parrot ; and for numerous progeny the offering to Tvash-
tré should be 2 mare. Then folows a legend in which the
Devais isaute forth under five generals to conquer the Asuras.
Agni leads the Vashus, Soma the Rudras, Indra the Maruts,
Varuna the A'dityas, and Vrihaspati the Visvedevsh ; but they
are defeated, and at last are obliged to regain their lost ground
by a Yajna. The 13th kendik4 gives an account of how Vasishtha,
through having seen Indra in persen, obtained certain stomas
for himgelf. ‘These' stomas sve ‘subsequently recited, nd the
advantage of knowing them is explaived. We next come to
snumber of details about the appointment of the Agnidhra,
the offering of Pravitéhuti, and selutations to Prajépati,
Badasya and other priests, The twenty-third kandikd insists
upon the necessity of truthfolness on the part of the priestly
staff, giving as a reason that none can ke a liar.

The first half of the third chapter is devoted to the mystie
syllables Vashat and Hif, the advantages of repeating them
during a sacrifice, the best way in which, and the proper times
when, they should be repeated, and the various metres appro«
‘priate at the morning, the noon, and the evening ceremonies.

The most important legend in the third -chapter refers to the

ehmm which the Rig Veda bears to the S&ma. - According to

%t first there existed only the Rik and ‘the 84ma, S& was
tlm name of the Rik, and Amia that of the Séma. The Rik
(feminine) said to Séma (wmasculine), ‘let us unite for the
multiplication of animated beings. ‘Not so; replied S4ma ;
‘ my groatneéss i higher than yours’ The Rik divided
‘herself iato two, and addressed the other; but got no reply.
"#H6 *divided  herself into three, and again addressed him.
Thus she became three-fold, and becswse she became thres
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fold, therefore is he (the S{ma) praised by three Riks,sung with
three Riks,and completed with three Riks. Hence it is that
one man has many wives, bt never one women many
rival husbands, Because, of a truth, the dicussion was between
8¢ and Ama, therefore was 8{ma produced, and hende. the
Sima got the character of Sima, and by it is pacification
(séma) produced, and superiority attained. Whatever is
born, it is pacified, (S4ma); that which is S4maless or une
appeased is condemend. Each of the two, Sfma and Rik,
became five-fold ; these five parts aro A'hdva, Hifk4re, and
Prastéva, first ; Udgitha, the middle; and Nidhana and Vashat
the last”

. The last three chapters of the Gopatha Bréhmana treat
principally ‘of peculiarities and details regarding the morning,
toon, and evening rites in connexion with the Ekgha, the
Uktha, the Ekdshtakd and other minor sacrifices; but they
are mnot of sufficient importance to require fuller descriptions
than what occur in the table of contents.

In the whole range of the Gopatha there is not a single

tircumstance mentioned which is calculated to throw any
light on the political condition of India at the time when the
work was composed. The ‘only kings named are Yauvanfsva
Méndh4ta, Janamejaya, and Parikshit. Of other persons, we
have Angiré, Bhrigu, Vasishtha and other well known Vedic
sages alluded to, but under circumstances which afford no in-
formation regarding their lives, The places mentioned -are
Kuru, Péfohéla, Késf, Magadha and other northern provinces ;
but none beyond the Vindhiyan range.
- In tpresenting the the fivst edition of the Gopatha Bréhma-
na to the public I have to éxpress my regret that it ap-
pears under two very serious disadvantages; lst, that it
has no commentary attached to it; and 2nd that different
portions of it have been edited by two individuals at different
times, without corsulting each other,
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When the work was first undertaken it was expected that
a commentary would somewhere turn up, and that it would be
printed along with the text ; but careful enquiry at Benares, and
in the Madras and the Bombay precidencies showed that nono
was extant, and a complete edition could not be accomplished,
As however several excellent and correct manuscripts of the text
came to hand in course of the seaxch, it was thought preferable
to print the text alone, rather than drop the undertaking altoge-
ther, particularly as it was supposed that the ripe scholarship
and varied knowledge of the late Pandit Harachandra Vidys-
bhushana, who had volunteered to edit the text and supply a
gloss, would stand in good stead of a commentary. The ‘Pandit,
however, died soon after the publication of the first fasciculus,
and the MS. of his gloss was not accessible after his death ; the
idea of printing a gloss had, therefore, to be abandoned, and
the writer of this note confined his labours to the preparation
of an eclectic text, with all the ware lectiones of his codices
added in foot notes, and a free sprinkling of punctuation to

" make tho reading casy, the MSS. consulted having none.

The following are the MSS. which have been made usc of in
preparing the text for the press—

1st. &—From the Bombay Government; comprising 78
folia, each 9% 5} inches, and having 9 lines on each page.
The writing is clear, but not neat. There are marks of its
having been revised, It contsins only the first half of the
work (Purvirdha).

2nd. @—From the Benares College Library ; 162 foha, each
13%x5;5lineson a pa.ge dated, Samvat 1878. A carelessly
written and unrevised MS, Like the preceding, it comprises
only the first part of the work. A fragment of the fixst two
adhy4yas of the second half without pagination accompanies
this. . It has 9 lines on each page, and bears marks of having
beon reviged. ‘

‘3rd #—From the Library of the Asiatic Socioty of Bengal ;



INTRODUCTION. 39

a bound volume, 11 x 7 inches, No.'274. It includes the two
parts .of the Brfhmana, and also the Pratyadgird Kalps, It
is carelessly written, and not revised. Dated, Snmvat 1878.

4th w—From tho writer of this note ; lost by the lato cditor.

5th ¥—From Rfo Bahddur Gopsla Hari-desamukha of
Bombay ; 92 folia; cach 9 x 4}, bearing 10 lines on each page.
Not dated, but apparently old. Badly but corroctly written,
and carefully revised. 1t contaivs only the sccond half of the
work.

Gth ®—From the Bombay Government; 38folia, foolscap;
written in tho oblong puthi foim, and having 13 lines on each

ge. "It has been newly copicd, but not revised. It contains
the Uttardrdha complete.

7th. s—From the Bombay Government; a carefplly written old
MS. patched in several places, and containing the Purvérdha.
Tt comprises 75 folia, cach measuring 9 x 3 inches, and having
8 lincs on each page. It bears a date of four figures of which
the first two are 1 and 5, and the fourth 2 ; the third is illegible.

8th w—From the Bombay Government ; 59 folia, munsuring ’
9 x 4} cach, and having 9 lines on each page. It is carefully
written aund correct, and bears date, Samvat 1795 = Saka
1660.

9th 3—From the Library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
No. 760; 64 folia, cach measuring 11 x 4} inches, and having 12
lines on apage. It is well and correctly written, and contains
Dboth parts of the work. It bears date, Samvat 1746, and has
the epigraphs written in red ink.

These codices differ but slightly, and their differences. such as
they are, are due mainly to unintelligent or negligent copyists.
The Bombay texts, for which Iam indebted to the kind aid
of Dr. George Buhler, are almost alike ; and appear to be the
most trustworthy. It is to be regretted that No. 7, was receiv~
ed after the first 96 pages had been printed, and its variants,
therefore, could not be embodied in this edition,
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